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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-50 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fletcher 
et al. - Fletcher (US 2007/0233871). 

As per claims 1 and 49, Fletcher discloses a method for handling requests for 
web services, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

receiving at a web services broker, from a source, a request for information from 
a particular web service that has characteristics that are described in Web Service 
Description Language and are published in a Universal Description, Discovery, 
and Integration registry; ([0010], [0046]) 

wherein the source is a client application, separate from the web services broker, 
that does not have logic for directly interacting with said particular web service; ([0047]) 
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in response to receiving said request, the web services broker accessing 
transformation information that specifies how to transform first data associated with 
said request to second data that said particular web service can use to service requests 
for said requested information, and ([0072]) 

how to invoke said particular web service in a manner required by said particular 
web service, to obtain said requested information from said particular 
web service; ([0072]) 

based on said transformation information, the web services broker performing the 
steps of: 

transforming said first data to said second data; and ([0087]) 

invoking, in said manner required by said particular web service, said particular 

web service to obtain said requested information from said particular 

web service. ([0093]) 

As per claim 2, Fletcher discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving, from said particular web service, said requested information; and 
transforming, based on said transformation information, said requested information to 

data that said source can use. ([0087]) 

As per claim 3, Fletcher discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
transformation information specifies how to transform a plurality of first data each from a 
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respective source of a plurality of sources, to a plurality of second data each for a 
respective web service of a plurality of web services. ([0072]) 

As per claims 4 and 29, Fletcher discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein said 
transformation information includes a mapping of first data from a first particular source 
to second data that a web service can use, and a mapping of first data from a second 
particular source to second data that a web service can use, and wherein said first data 
from said first particular source has a different form than said first data from said second 
particular source. ([0072]) 

As per claims 5 and 30, Fletcher discloses the method of claim 1 , The method of 
Claim 1, wherein said transformation information includes a mapping of first data from a 
first particular source to second data that a first web service can use, and a mapping of 
first data from a second particular source to said second data that said first web service 
can use, and wherein said first data from said first particular source has a different form 
than said first data from said second particular source. ([0072], [0073]) 

As per claims 6 and 31, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 1, wherein said 
transformation information includes a mapping of first data from a first source to second 
data that a first web service can use and to second data that a second web service can 
use, and wherein said first web service is different than said second web service. 
([0072],[0073]) 
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As per claim 7, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the 
computer-implemented steps of: 

based on said transformation information, determining whether to use RPC style 
of communication or messaging style of communication to invoke said particular 
web service. ([0072], [0085]) 

As per claim 8, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 1, further comprising the 
computer-implemented steps of: 

based on said transformation information, determining whether to use SOAP 
encoding to encode a communication for invoking said particular web service. 
([0064],[0087]) 

As per claims 9-16, and 33-48, Fletcher discloses a carrying computer-readable 
storage medium storing one or more sequences of instructions which, when executed 
by one or more processors, causes the one or more processors to perform the method 
recited in Claim 1 . ([0097]) 

As per claims 17 and 50, Fletcher discloses a method for handling requests for 
web services, the method comprising the computer-implemented steps of: 

receiving at a web services broker, from a source, a request for information, 
wherein said request includes an identification of a particular instance of said source; 
([0010], [0023], [0046]) 
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wherein the source is a client application, separate from the web services broker, 
that does not have logic for directly interacting with a particular web service; ([0047]) 

in response to receiving said request, based on said identification of said 
particular instance of said source, the web services broker accessing transformation 
information; ([0072]) 

wherein said transformation information includes a mapping between said 
identification of said particular instance of said source and an identification of said 
particular web service from which said particular instance wants said requested 
information; ([0072]) 

wherein said transformation information specifies how to transform first data 
associated with said request to second data that said particular web service can use to 
service requests for said requested information; and ([0072]) 

based on said transformation information, the web services broker transforming 
said first data to said second data. ([0087]) 

As per claim 18, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 17, wherein said 
identification of a particular instance of said source includes identification of a user of 

said source. ([0087]) 

■ 

As per claim 19, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 17, further comprising 
the computer-implemented step of: 

passing said second data as input to said particular web service to service said 
request. ([0086]) 
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As per claim 20, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 19, 
wherein said transformation information specifies a mapping between said first data 
output from said source and data that said particular web service can use as input 
to determine said requested information; and ([0072], [0086]) 

wherein said step of passing includes passing said second data, according to 
said transformation information, as input to said particular web service to determine 

said requested information. ([0072],[0086]) 

As per claim 21 , Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 20, 

wherein said transformation information specifies a first manner in which said 
particular web service can be invoked to service requests for said requested 
information; and ([0072]) 

wherein said step of passing includes passing said second data in said first 
manner, to invoke said particular web service to determine said requested information. 
([0085H0087], [0093]) 

As per claim 22, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 21 , 
wherein said transformation information specifies a second manner in which said 
second data is characterized so that said particular web service can be invoked to 
service requests for said requested information; and ([0072]) 

wherein said step of passing includes passing, according to said first manner, 
said second data that is characterized according to said second manner, to invoke said 
particular web service to determine said requested information. ([0085]-[0087], [0093]) 
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As per claim 23, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 22, wherein said second 
manner includes characterizing said second data according to Simple Object Access 
Protocol. ([0064]) 

As per claim 24, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 19, 
wherein said transformation information specifies a first manner in which said particular 
web service can be invoked to service requests for said requested information 
and a second manner in which said second data is characterized in an invocation 
of said particular web service; and ([0072]) 

wherein said step of passing includes passing, according to said first manner, 
said second data that is characterized according to said second manner, to invoke said 
particular web service to determine said requested information. ([0085]-[0087], [0093]) 

As per claim 25, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 17, wherein said 
particular web service has characteristics that are described in Web Service Description 
Language. ([0058]) 

As per claim 26, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 25, wherein said 
particular web service has characteristics that are published in a Universal Description, 
Discovery, and Integration registry. ([0010], [0046]) 

As per claim 27, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 17, further comprising 
the steps of: 
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receiving, from said particular web service, said requested information; and 
([0010], [0046]) 

transforming, based on said transformation information, said requested 
information to data that said source can use. ([0087]) 

As per claim 28, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 17, wherein said 
transformation information specifies how to transform a plurality of first data each from a 
respective source of a plurality of sources, to a plurality of second data each for a 
respective web service of a plurality of web services. ([0072]) 

As per claim 32, Fletcher discloses the method of Claim 31 , wherein said first 
web service and said second web service can determine the same requested 
information, and wherein said second data that said first web service can use is different 
from said second data that said second web service can use. ([0072]) 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 

r I 

the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later - 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chirag R Patel whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 7:30AM to 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia, can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pairdirect.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21^9197 
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